
Kleine Mitteilungen

Eine neue Höhlenheuschrecke für Malta

Mein lieber Kollege L. F. CASSAR übermittelte mir eine auf Malta, Carso

Triestino (T.S.). Grotta dej Partigiani im September 1983 von A. COLLA
gesammelte Troglophius-Art, bei der es sich einwandfrei um neglectus
(KRAUSS) handelt. Ein sehr bemerkenswerter Fund. wenn man bedenkt,
daß eine Verschleppung ja nicht in Betracht kommt, die Grille also wohl
aus der Zeit stammt, als Malta noch mit dem Festland verbunden war.

Kurt HARZ

Brachytripes megacephalus LEFEVRE auf den Maltesischen Inseln

lch habe in dieser Zeitschrift (ll, Folge 6, p. 159) kurz überden Fund meines
lieben Freundes Louis F. CASSAR auf Malta berichtet. Einige Tage zuvor
hat er selbst mit G. BONNET in Neue Ent. Nachrichten 14: 27-29.1985,
ausführlich darüber geschrieben. Danach wurden seither 9 dd und ?9 gefun-
den. Mein lieber, verehrter Kollege Prof. Dr. Felice CAPRA hat mir viele
neue Funde dieser Art mitgeteilt. lch warte nur noch weitere angekündigte
Meldungen ab, um alle in seinem Namen zu veröffentlichen.
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The life cycle of Bagrada picta (FABRICIUS)
(H em i p tera : P en ta to m i dael

von
M. Nayyar AZIM and S. Adam SHAFEE

lntroduction
Bagrada prcra (FABRICIUS) is widely distributed throughout lndia. lt has

been reported as a serious pest of Brassica compestris LlNN., Brassica olera'
cea capitata LlNN., Brassica oleracea botrytis LINN. and Raphanus sativus
LINN. RAKSHPAT- {1949) made observations on the biology ot Eagrada

cruciferarum Kl RKALDY. However, he did not give illustration in support
of his observations. The species B. cruciferarum Kl RKALDY has been syno-
nymised with 8. prcta (FABRICIUS) by HORVATH (1936), which is accep-

ted by the present authors.

The present öbservations were carried out under laboratory conditions,
temperature: 70 - 80 o F, relative humidity: 70 - 80 % and food: cabbage
(B rassica oleracea Ll NN.,.

Copulation and egg laying

Copulation occurs 4-5 days after the last moult. The process lasts 10-12
hours if not disturbed. lt may occur frequently. Preoviposition period varies
from 2-3 days. Eggs are laid singly and the female usually lays 25-30 eggs

at a time on the under surface of the leaves.

Egg (Fig. A). Freshly laid eggs are creamy white in colour and become red
after 20-24 hours. They are barrelshaped. smooth with a lid or pseudopercu-
lum apically. Each egg is about 1.0 mm long and 0.75 mm wide. The egg

burster (fig. B) well developed and T-shaped present beneath pseudopercu-
lum. The incubation period varies from 2-5 days.

1st Instar (fig. C)

The newly hatched nymphs remain inactive and aggregated around the
empty egg capsules for about 6-8 hours. Later, they become active. Feeding
does not occur during this stage. However, RAKSHPAL (1949) pointed
out that after emergence, the nymphs take rest for sometime, than they
begins to move about and such the cell sap from the leaf. Body dark except
submedian areas of abdomen yellow; impunctate. Head strongly deflexed;
juga slightly shorter than tylus; eyes yellowish brown and small; ocelli in-
distinct; rostrum dark brown, 4-segmented, extending much beyond hind
coxae, segment second slightly shorter than fourth; antennae (fig. D) brown-
ish. 4-segmented, segment second and third subequal, together much shor-
ter than fourth. Thorax with a mid-longitudinal hyaline line; pro-, meso-
and metanotum transverse and plate-like; median length of pronotum about
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